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you displease the King, and out you go-    If you

devote yourself to the King's interests the people

complain, and the King dismisses you.    He makes

mistakes, and you make them, but you are punished

for both ;  popular or unpopular, you are done

for inevitably.     But as long as the King is in

exile  you   can   do   no   wrong.     You    can    do

nothing; you have   no responsibility!    It is an

excellent state of affairs.     You need fear neither

popularity nor  unpopularity, you are above the

one and the  other.     You   cannot blunder ;  no

blunder is possible to the defender of a lost cause.

The  advocate of misfortune is always  eloquent.

When   hope   has   become   impossible,   you   can

be a Royalist with impunity in a Republic.    You

offer a calm opposition to those in power ; you

are liberal; you have the sympathy of all enemies

of the  existing system,   and the   respect of the

Government which you  harmlessly oppose.    As

a servant of the fallen Monarchy the veneration

with which you  kneel at the feet of your King

will emphasize the nobility of your character, and

without loss of dignity you can lavish upon him

every sort of flattery.     In the same way you can,

without any inconvenience, read the Prince a lesson,

speak to him   with brusque frankness,  reproach

him for his abdications, his alliances, his private

counsellors ; you can  say to him,  for example: